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Coalition Commemorates 30 Years of Advocacy at 
Annual Meeting 

By Stacie Dopko, MSW Intern 
 

      Over one hundred members and friends came to Harry’s 
Harbour Place Grille on Thursday, June 19, 2008 for an 
evening annual meeting. This year commemorates the 30th 
year of advocacy work for the Erie County Coalition Against 
Family Violence.  Attendees were treated to a fantastic view 
of the river as they caught up with friends and   advocates 
working to end family violence. 
      After some conversation and indulging in the wonderful 
food, emcee Greg White, introduced Barbara Demerest, 
Director of Constituent Services for Mary Lou Rath’s office, 
who read a proclamation from the State Senator. Susan Volk 
Sizemore, Executive Director of the Erie County Commission 
on the Status of Women, also read a proclamation from Erie 
County Executive, Chris Collins. Collins declared June 19th to 
be the “Erie County Coalition Against Family Violence Day”.  
      The evening continued as Greg and Kristen Luppino took 
the attendees through some highlights of the past 30 years of 
the Coalition and other events around the issue of family 
violence. As each decade and it’s milestones were discussed, 
leaders of that time period were asked to stand and be 
recognized. At the end of the organizational recap, all current 
and former members of the ECCAFV Executive Committee 
were given a white rose in gratitude for their contributions, 
thanks to the donation of 30 roses from Karen Colquhoun! 
      The attendees were then audience to a performance of 
“And Things That Go Bump in the Night”- a short play 
performed by Theatre for Change about the effects of family 
violence on children. A huge thank you to Haven House for 
sponsoring the performance! Also thanks to Darlene 
Pickering-Hummert and Katey Joyce for their work on all the 
details of the play and its performance. 
       Ed Janese, who as a child, witnessed the domestic 
violence committed against his mother by her partner, spoke 
to the group after the play concluded. Mr. Janese spoke 
candidly about the horrors and pain that he and his siblings 
witnessed throughout their childhood, and the sadness and 
anger it created.  (Continued on next page) 
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�  The Fair Access to Family Court Bill (A.6060/ 
S.6783) passed in the Senate and the Assembly in 
June, 2008 after 20 years of advocacy!   

 
�  A10228/S7185- a bill that allows access to DV 

emergency housing regardless of immigration 
status, is expected to pass the assembly after some 
revision, please thank them! 

 
�  Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding increased by $ 

60 million to $ 650 million to use for victims of crime 
for the fiscal year of 2008. Also Violence Against 
Women Aact (VAWA) programs received a $ 35 
million increase to provide $435 million for programs  
that help and support so many! 
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NCADV 30th Anniversary Conference: Building Grassroots Leadership for Social Justice 
July 18-23, 2008 ~ Omni Shoreham, Washington, D.C. ~ www.ncadv.org  

 

Family Justice Center “Behind Closed Doors” Tours~ Dates and Times as follows: 
7/22/08 @ 8:00 AM ~ 8/12/08 @ 8:00 AM ~ 8/26/08 @ 5:30 PM ~ 9/9/08 @ 8:00 AM 
9/23/08 @ 5:30 PM ~ 10/7/08 @ 8:00 PM 

 

Upcoming LGBT Domestic Violence Committee of Western, NY Meetings: 
July 17, 2008, September 4, 2008, October 2, 2008~ Look for a fun event in lieu of a formal August meeting! 
All meetings take place on Thursdays @ 4:30 p.m. ~ 330 Delaware Ave. Buffalo, NY- Basement Meeting Room 

 
 

Upcoming ECCAFV Monthly Meetings: 
August 8, 2008,  September 12, 2008, October 10, 2008 
All meetings take place on Fridays @ 9 a.m. ~ United Way, 742 Delaware Ave. Buffalo, NY 

 Upcoming Council on Elder Abuse Meetings: 
September 2, 2008, October 7, 2008 
All meetings take place on Tuesdays @ 9:00a.m. ~ Meals on Wheels, 100 James E Casey Dr. Buffalo, NY 

 

Upcoming Citizens Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect Meetings: 
Action Planning Meeting- TBA in September, 2008 
October 17, 2008 @ 9:15a ~ Child & Family Services, 844 Delaware Ave Buffalo, NY- Lockwood Library 

 
 

ECCAFV Education and Training Institute: Domestic Violence 101 
Thursday, September 18th, 2008- 9:00a-4:30p 
St. Stanislaus R.C. Church- Adamski Social Center- 389 Peckham St. Buffalo, NY 14206 

 

ECCAFV Education and Training Institute: Domestic Violence and LGBT Issues 
SAVE THE DATE~ October 15 & 16, 2008 
Sponsored by the ECCAFV and the LGBT DV Committee of Western NY 

 

~SAVE THE DATE!! Bi-National Peace Bridge Walk~ 
Friday, October 3, 2008~ Front Park/Peace Bridge/ Fort Erie 
Luncheon at Happy Jack’s after the Walk! 

** To submit an event, suggest/contribute article ideas, or offer feedback, please e-mail dvcc@eccafv.org.  
To stay up to date on events and news, e-mail us to be added to the ECCAFV email list. 

!Continued from previous page) 
He drove home the message of the play: children hear and 
understand more than most people believe they do when it 
comes to family violence. It makes a lasting impact. 
    After the play and guest speaker, the Annual Report was 
given and the members of the 08-09 Executive Committee 
were introduced: 
~ Community Relations Chair: Remla Parthasarthy 
~ Finance Chair: William Zelazny 
~ Member Support Chair: Suzanne Kelley 
    The evening concluded as the ECCAFV award winners 
were presented with their awards. Recipients included: 
·  Debbie Jaeger- William B. Hoyt Award 
·  Diane Bessel- Sr. Karen Klimczak SSJ Peace & Justice 
Award 

·  Miguel Santos- Exemplary Service Award 
·  Dennis Zarzweski- Volunteer Service Award 

   All recipients shared personal stories and made evident 
the importance of the work they do every day as well as their 
deep commitment to that work.  
   Each attendee left with a purple ribbon favor thanks to the 
hard work of Coalition member Sandy Brown! It was a 
moving evening and we thank all who shared it with us! 
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Get more info at www.eccafv.org !  
 


